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North Branch
Canal  Cruise

By Jeremy Quant, Edited by Tracie Smith
Photos by Jeremy Quant

he Susquehanna River stretches from 
Cooperstown, New York all the way to the 
Chesapeake Bay, Maryland; and along its 
nearly 450 miles it has fueled the growth of 
settlements and cities for hundreds of years.  
Today the river continues to play a vital role 
in the lifestyles and economies of the towns 
along its banks.

The Susquehanna River travels directly 
through Columbia and Montour Counties and 
offers a wide array of canoeing, kayaking and 
fishing opportunities.  For the first time, Canoe 
Susquehanna is offering an exciting new 
experience -  the North Branch Canal Cruise.  
We’re exploring the Susquehanna River 
and the fascinating history of its River 
Towns as it passes through Columbia and 
Montour Counties.  

The trip schedule coordinates paddling with 
informative talks by local historians and 
experts in the traditional and modern uses 
of the river in this area, in order to provide 
enlightening observations and accounts of 
various points of interest along the way and 
to help us experience the transition from log 
rafts and coal barges to kayaks and triathlon 
races.

We continue down the river, with historical 
interpretation at several stops including a 
mill site and canal aqueduct as well as other 
canal era features along the river.  As we 
gain an appreciation for the canals’ unique 
contribution to the area’s past, we learn about 
its potential to enhance the counties’ future.

This trip is open to the public and is suitable 
for almost anyone.  We’ll enjoy a day of 

beautiful scenes, history, and mild to 
moderate exercise as we paddle the 12 miles 
from Bloomsburg Town Park to downtown 
Danville.  Visit Canoe Susquehanna’s 
website, paddlehappy.com for more 
information.   
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Want to paddle on your own?  

Pick up free Susquehanna River “North 
Branch” Water Trail Maps at either of our 

Visitor Centers.  

We also have waterproof Susquehanna 
River “North Branch” Water Trail Maps for 

sale at either of our Visitor Centers.

Don’t have your own kayak or canoe?  
Contact one of our outfitters!

Canoe Susquehanna 
4989 Colonel John Kelly Road,
Lewisburg, PA  17837
888-524-7692  •  PaddleHappy.com
Enjoy expertly guided kayak trips on the scenic 
Susquehanna River.

Endless Mountain Outfitters
RR #1, Box 28 (Rt 187) Sugar Run, PA  18846
570-746-9140  •  emo444.com
Day or multi-day kayak and canoe trips.  Rentals.  
Cabins available.


